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DJKNEWYORK@AOL.COM[DJKNEWYORK@AOL.COM},
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From: Kluesner, Dave

Sent: Thur 6/20/2013 3:50:54 PM

Subject: Upcoming summer Passaic River dredging means five bridges will be opened daily

http://www.northjersey.com/news/212272431 Upcoming summer Passaic_River dredging me
ans_five bridges will _be opened daily.html?c=y&page=1

Upcoming summer Passaic River dredging means
five bridges will be opened daily
Thuarsday, June 20, 2013

BY MEGHAN GRANT

STAFF WRITER

South Bergenite

The periodic opening of at least five bridges to accommodate barges traveling on the water is
expected during this summer's dredging of the Passaic River, the group of companies tasked with
cleaning up years of contamination in the Passaic River announced. Fewer barges are also
anticipated than originally planned, meaning fewer trips to disrupt crossings downriver,
engineers explained.
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Dredging of the mudflats along the Passaic River in Lyndhurst to remove 20,000 cubic yards of contaminated sediment is
scheduled to begin right after the July 4 holiday.

Starting after the July 4 holiday, about 20,000 cubic yards of sediment will be removed from the
mudflats adjacent to Riverside County Park in Lyndhurst, and transported via barge to off-site
facilities for treatment. The Lower Passaic Cooperative Partner Group (CPG), an organization of
70 parties found responsible for contamination in the river, is funding the project, initiated after
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) found levels of dioxins and other contaminates at
the site, which warranted emergency removal procedures.

Dredged removal of the top two feet of material from a 5.5 acre section of the riverbed across
from Nutley will be held from July through August and a two-foot cap will be installed through
October.

Residents who live along the river came out to a meeting on June 5 to hear about the latest plans
surrounding the removal action. They took the opportunity to voice their concerns about the
mud, which has made its way into township homes and streets on numerous occasions, and ask
about project logistics.

Capping material will be brought in and sediment transported out using barges towed by
tugboats, traveling under approximately a dozen bridges between Lyndhurst and the treatment
facility in South Kearny, said CPG engineer Stan Kaczmarek. No staging areas will be set up in
the park or neighborhood.

Five bridges will need to be opened to accommodate the barges, with transport performed mostly
at night to "minimize impacts and inconvenience to the community," Kaczmarek explained.
Great Lakes Dredge & Docking, contracted with the CPG for the project, is experienced with
transporting on the river, he said. Which bridges will be opened wasn't disclosed.

Connecting Lyndhurst and Nutley, the DeJessa Bridge has the lowest vertical clearance of
bridges in the area, an estimated 11 feet during low tide cycle, the draft plan documented.

The number of barges traveling by day was reduced from three small vessels to one large barge,
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potentially meaning fewer instances of needing to raise the bridges, the engineer said.
Modifications were made to the draft work plan after input from the EPA and contractors.
Recreational boating will be disrupted but work is being done around the annual Regatta and
holidays, he said.

Work will take place about 12 hours a day, 6 days a week, with Sundays set aside for
maintenance of equipment. Operation speed depends on how well the weather cooperates.

Presently, a yellow buoy is in place to monitor water quality, with additional equipment used to
test air quality and sediment re-suspension kicked up from the dredging are scheduled to be
launched onto the river in the coming weeks, Kaczarek said.

According to the draft project plan, dredging will be suspended for one hour at a time if the
readings go above set standards. Work would also pause should monitors detect volatile organic
chemicals (VOC) or dust concentrations over set levels during a 15-minute period.

Permission for the scope of the work, waterfront development permit equivalents and a tidelands
license, were secured by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection in April and
May, the engineer said.

After the sediment is treated in Kearny, the material will be transported to Oklahoma.

According to Kaczmarek, removed sediments aren't likely to emit odors like hydrogen sulfide,
known to have a rotten egg smell. All naturally occurring sediment will have some smell due to
plants and decaying leaves, the draft report added.

The potential for another hurricane or similar storm was on the mind of one Belleville resident,
who joined other locals in questioning what the contractors intend to do if one struck between
the dredging and capping stages. The fear is sediment of a greater concentration of
contamination could be disturbed.

Sediment below two feet is compressed, with an almost peanut butter consistency, and is not as
mobile as the top layer, Kaczarek said.

Were a storm to churn up the river, the sediment would likely fill the gaps and need to be dug
again. The CPG will closely monitor the forecast and relocate equipment if necessary, he added.

EPA officials and Kaczarek emphasized the cap isn't expected to exacerbate the river's flooding,
and were a storm to strike mid-project, the effects would largely be the same as before the work

began.

Sediment probably won't collect on top of the cap once put into place, as river materials are at an
"equilibrium state," EPA project director Ray Basso said. The river was navigable in the past as

the Army Corp. of Engineers dredged it, he said.

A previous criticism of the project is that the dredging will only go down two feet when
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contamination exists deeper in the riverbed. In studies cited by the draft report, core samples
showed a dioxin concentration over 3,000 milligrams per kilograms, a number that drops to
under 500 below 5.5 feet. Average concentrations of mercury, benzoapyrene, PCBs and other
chemicals at the 3.5 to 5.5-foot level were less than half of the amounts found in the top two feet
of sediment.

"We know it's not clean,"” Basso said of the soil below two feet. Officials dismissed the
suggestion of dredging without capping, saying the installation is necessary to reduce exposure.

Underwater silt curtains designed to withstand strong storms will be set up to minimize the
amount of sediment escaping the removal area.

Recalling how his household lived through three major storms, Lyndhurst resident David
identified himself as an employee of CDM Smith, an engineering consultant hired by the EPA.
He asked which agency had the ability to shut down the project if deemed necessary.

Stephanie Vaughn, EPA Project Manager, said if federal inspectors couldn't be on site, CDM
would be stationed by the river.

Marguerite, who lives on Tontine Avenue by Riverside Avenue, expressed concern over the
toxicity of her home, where floodwaters brought the contaminated mud in multiple times.
Electricians noted how unusually quickly the metal components in her basement deteriorated
after Irene, she said, adding she knows of three cancer cases in the neighborhood in the last two
years. Her house has since been raised.

"That stuff was all in our homes," Marguerite said, calling on the EPA to take samples within
homes.

Untainted testing in a residential area is complicated by use of pesticides and herbicides that
could confuse which are from the river and which are commercial products, said Basso. He
reiterated the test results following Hurricane Sandy found no unsafe levels of contamination in
Riverside County Park, which is right next to the river.

Cleanup of the contaminated mud wasn't scheduled until recently because sampling wasn't done
until November 2011, when the "hot spot” of dioxin and other chemicals was identified, EPA's
David Kluesner said. How the location acuminated such a high concentration is unknown, he
added.

Nick Haggerty of the Lyndhurst Fire Department dive team said he's seen debris collect at the
bend of the river, acting like a magnet.

Following the setting of the cap, the CPG will continue to monitor the effectiveness of the
construction, periodically and after major flood events, Kaczmarek said. Lyndhurst will serve as
a "learning" project, with data collected to be applied to the rest of the federally-recognized
Diamond Alkali Superfund site for the final cleanup, he added.
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Any future work on the river that could disrupt the cap would be dealt with "as it comes along,’
Kaczmarek said.

Residents can track the project on the EPA and CPG websites- www.rm109.com,
www.lowerpr.com and www.ourpassaic.com. According to the draft report, locals may log
operation complaints once the work starts, which the CPG will investigate, to an EPA hotline
that will be established in the coming weeks.

Email: grantm@northjersey.com

David Kluesner
U.S. EPA - Manhattan Office
Public Affairs Division

290 Broadway, NY, NY 10007

work - 212/637-3653

cell - 347/330-9439

Www.epa.gov/region?

htips://blog.epa.gov/ereeningtheapple/

hitps://twitter.com/EPAregion2

https://'www.facebook.com/eparegion?
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